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17 April 2009
Mr. Mahmoud Ahmadinejad,
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Palestine Avenue, Azerbaijan Intersection
Tehran, Iran

Fax: ++98-21-649.58.80

Dear Mr. President,

Haft Tapeh sugar workers union arrests

I am writing on behalf of the NSZZ “Solidarnosc”, independent trade union organization representing 700.000 workers in Poland, to protest against the repressions that have targeted the independent trade union leaders in Iran. 

In June last year, five thousand workers at the Haft Tapeh Sugar Cane Plantation and Industry Company in the city of Shush formed an independent trade union following a 46-day strike. It happened because the official organizations Workers House and Islamic Labour Council, created by the government, have for years utterly failed to protect the workers and their conditions. Since that time NSZZ “Solidarnosc” on several occasions wrote to you, Mr. President, strongly condemning attacks by the Iranian authorities on independent trade unions in your country.

Recently, I have been informed about the arrest of several unionists from the Haft Tapeh Sugar Cane Plantation who received a verdict of the Islamic Revolutionary Court and were charged for actions related to legitimate trade union activities such as reclaiming wage arrears and defending basic workplace rights. Although some of the unionists were recently released, Ali Nejati, the president of the union, is still detained.
These union activists try to address injustices committed against ordinary workers, such as unfair working conditions, low wages or back wages. Actions to promote better working and living conditions do not pose a threat to the Iranian state. Unfortunately, the Iranian authorities have chosen to repress all attempts by workers and unionists to demand for basic workers’ rights. 
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Mr. President, I strongly condemn trade union repression. All forms of psychological pressure, torture and the use of death penalty must be denounced. I urge you to use your office to guarantee that the basic trade union and human rights are respected in Iran, particularly in the light of obligation of Iran as a member of the International Labour Organisation. I also call you to ensure that Ali Nejati and other arrested and detained unionists are not tortured, badly treated and have a right to contact families and lawyers.
I trust that you will pay attention to this important matter and ensure that the police and the justice system, including the courts are not used to condemn workers for legitimate trade union activities.
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Yours sincerely,
Janusz Śniadek

President
Cc.:
Mr. Ayatollah Mahmoud Hashemi Shahroudi, Head of the Judiciary, shahroudi@dadgostary-
tehran.ir


Mr. Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei, Leader of the Islamic Republic, info_leader@leader.ir
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