Warsaw, Poland, June 5th 2012

President
Bashar al-Assad
Presidential Palace, al-Rashid Street
Damascus, 
Syrian Arab Republic
Re: Families held against the law, at risk of torture.
Your Excellency,
I am writing on behalf of Malika al-Khateeb, Mahmoud Hamada, Osama Hamada, Mahmoud Rida Hamada, Samiya al-Jad, Mohamed Hamada and Noor al-Habyan as well as Yasser Hamza Kareem and Khaled Kareem, who are all held incommunicado in the Air Force Security branch in al-Mezzeh 
I call on you to tell Yasser Hamza Kareem and Khaled Kareem's family where they are and whether any charges have been brought against them. I also call on you to release Khaled Kareem immediately and to release Yasser Hamza Kareem, unless he is promptly charged with a recognized criminal offence and tried in proceedings that respect international fair trial standards

I understand that Malika al-Khateeb, Mahmoud Hamada, Osama Hamada, Mahmoud Rida Hamada, Samiya al-Jad, Mohamed Hamada, and Noor al-Habyan appear to be prisoners of conscience arrested solely for their relation to Said Mahmoud Hamada. In that case I call on you to release them immediately and unconditionally

Since all the above persons remain in detention, I urge you, Mr. President, to ensure that they are protected from torture and other ill-treatment, that they are allowed contact with families and a lawyer of their choice, and that they are provided with the medical care they may require.
Finally, I call on you and the government of Syria to ensure that a prompt, independent investigation is carried out into reports that they have been tortured, and ensure that anyone found responsible for such abuses is brought to justice in a fair trial
Yours sincerely,
