Warsaw, Poland, March 6th 2013
President
Bashar al-Assad
Presidential Palace, al-Rashid Street
Damascus, 
Syrian Arab Republic
Re: Unlawful persecution and enforced disappearances in Syria.
Your Excellency,
I am writing on behalf of doctors Mahmoud Al-Refai and Mohamad Osama Al-Baroudi, as well as a lawyer, Khalil Ma’touq and his companion  Mohammed Thatha. 

As I have learned through Amnesty International and other human rights organisations, doctors Mahmoud Al-Refai and Mohamad Osama Al-Baroudi  are held and will be tried solely for offering medical care to patients, in which case they are prisoners of conscience.

Khalil Ma’touq, a prominent human rights lawyer, together with his companion Mohammed Thatha, appear to be the victims of enforced disappearance. The prosecutor denies any knowledge of their whereabouts, however they have been recognized by witnesses in state custody. 

I call on you, Mr. president, to reveal charges against  doctors Mahmoud Al-Refai and Mohamad Osama Al-Baroudi and for their immediate and unconditional release. Held solely for offering medical care to patients, they are prisoners of conscience 

I also call on you to immediately abandon proceedings against them before a military field tribunal, to ensure that all proceedings against them conform to international standards of justice and to abandon death penalty.

I express deep concern for the fact, that prosecution denies any knowledge of Khalil Ma’touq being held prisoner in a situation, where he has been seen in state custody only weeks ago, as well as deep concern for the fate of Mohammed Thatha, who disappeared together with Khalil Ma’touq.

I call on the Syrian authorities to immediately inform the families of Khalil Ma’touq and Mohammad Thatha of their whereabouts. If the men are held solely for their work in support of human rights, for peaceful exercise of their rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly, they should be released immediately and unconditionally.
I also call on you, Mr. President, to ensure that until the above requests are fulfilled, dr. Mahmoud Al-Refai, dr. Mohamad Osama Al-Baroudi, Khalil Ma’touq and Mohammed Thatha are protected against torture or any other form of cruel and inhuman treatment, they have contact with their families and a lawyer of choice and medical care is available to them as appropriate for their current condition, with particular attention to Khalil Ma’touq, who suffers from an advanced respiratory condition.
Finally, I call on you and the government of Syria to ensure that all persons held in detention are safe from torture and other forms of ill-treatment, that they be charged with a recognized offence and face a fair trial or be immediately released, and that all persons responsible for torture or abuse of prisoners be brought to justice.
Yours sincerely,
[podpis]
C.C.

- Minister of the Interior, General Major Mohamad Ibrahim al-Shaar
- Minister of Foreign Affairs, Walid al-Muallim
- Embassy of the Syrian Arab Republic in Poland

