Warsaw, Poland, March 7th 2013
President
Mohamed Waheed
The President's Office

Boduthakurufaanu Magu, 

Male'
The Republic of Maldives
Re: a rape victim and a minor is found guilty of fornication.
Your Excellency,
I am writing on behalf of a 15-year-old girl from the Feydhoo island, recently found guilty of fornication by a juvenile court. Based on the information I received through Amnesty International and other international human rights organizations, the girl is in fact herself a victim of rape. Rape is a hideous crime and a victim cannot possibly be held responsible for what happened to her, even more so when, as in this case, she is a minor. The punishment set for her, house arrest and flogging, is unusually harsh, and the crime she was found guilty of, fornication, is not a recognized offence. Mr. President, the above circumstances are a violation of international human rights law in every aspect of the case. 

Therefore 

I call on you, Mr. president, to release the girl immediately and unconditionally, to lift the house arrest imposed upon her and to protect her from flogging or any other form of punishment,
I call on you to immediately initiate a legal procedure that will clear her of the charge of fornication.

In recognition of the fact that she is a victim of a violent sexual assault and a minor, I also call on you to assure her all appropriate forms of protection and support

Finally I call on you to dismiss flogging as a form of punishment, to initiate a legal process that will remove it from the legal system of the Maldives and to remove all laws allowing a punishment for fornication.

Yours sincerely,
[podpis]

c.c.

- Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr. Abdul Samad Abdullah
- General Prosecutor, Ahmed Muizzu
- Honorary Consul General of Maldives in Germany, Gottfried Mucke
- Permanent Mission of the Maldives to the EU
- Permanent Mission of the Maldives to the UN

