Warsaw, 22.07.2014
Minister of Justice
Mahfouz Saber
Ministry of Justice
Cairo
Arab Republic of Egypt

Re: 182 men sentenced to death in an unfair mass trial.

Excellency,

As I learn through Amnesty International, 182 men have been sentenced to death in Minya, Egypt in yet another in a series of grossly unfair and harsh trials. They were tried for a variety of crimes,  ranging from “murdering a police officer”, “attempted murder”, “setting fire to police station in al-Adwa”, as well as “belonging to a banned group” and “participating in an illegal gathering”.
The proceedings seem a travesty of justice, as many of the men have not even entered the courtroom, they have not had legal representation during the trial, while the trial itself was clearly and grossly misconducted. Although the decision to clear 496 defendants of all charges is certainly welcome, I am very much concerned for the safety of 182 men sentenced to die. The verdict has been presented to the Grand Mufti an is due shortly.

Shocked by the continuing gross abuses of justice and lack of regard for the law, I call on You, Minister, to overturn the remaining 182 death sentences and 5 prison terms handed down in Minya on 21 June and order retrials that rigorously adhere to international standards for fair trial without recourse to the death penalty.

I also call on You to commute all confirmed death sentences, and establish a moratorium on executions, as a first step towards complete abolition of death penalty in Egypt.


Reassuring You of my deep and genuine respect for the people of Egypt, their history and traditions, as well as their recent struggle for democracy, accountability and the rule of law, I urge You to do everything in your power to promptly resolve this pressing issue.
Yours faithfully

[podpis]

c.c.
President Abdel Fattah al Sisi
Public Prosecutor Hesham Mohamed Zaki Barakat
Ambassador to Poland Reda Abdelrahman Bebars
