Warsaw, Poland  09.03.2015
Minister of Interior

Ms Gordana Jankuloska

Ministry of Interior

Dimce Mircev 9.

1000 Skopje

Macedonia

Re: Conditions at Gazi Baba centre for foreigners

Dear Minister,

As I have learned through reports of Amnesty International and other organisations,   a large number of migrants, refugees and asylum seekers are being arbitrarily detained in a centre in Gazi Baba, Skopje. I am particularly concerned with the reports of overcrowding and highly inadequate living conditions at the centre, restricted access to medical care and legal assistance and by the fact, that many of the detained migrants are children, while most of them are people attempting to escape violence in their home countries and seeking safety and international protection.

Understanding the challenges posed by the high numbers of migrants and refugees arriving in Macedonia I wish tu urge you, Minister, and other representatives of Macedonian authorities:

- to immediately stop the unlawful detention of refugees, asylum seekers and migrants at the Reception Centre for Foreigners

- to improve the detention conditions for those individuals for whom detenti​on is lawful, proportionate and necessary following an individualized review procedure with the possibility of appeal

- to take immediate steps to provide those detained in the centre with the opportunity to seek asylum, and to ensure their claims are fairly and individually assessed.

Everyone, including all migrants and asylum-seekers, regardless of migration status, has the right to liberty, including protection from arbitrary arrest and detention.

Let me also express my confidence in Macedonian authorities, their good will, respect for international law and human rights and their ability to swiftly resolve this pressing matter.

Yours faithfully

/podpis/

C.C.
Head of Asylum Department
Ms Bratka Dajanovska Milcevska

Ministry of Interior

Head of Sector for Border Affairs and Migration

Mr Marinko Kocovski

Sector for Border Affairs and Migration
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