President of Azerbaijan 

Ilham Aliyev   
Office of the President of Azerbaijan
19 Istiqlaliyyat Street
Baku AZ1066, Azerbejdżan              

Dear President Aliyev

I call on you to release Leyla Yunus immediately.

I am very concerned about the charges of treason brought against human rights defenders Leyla and Arif Yunus. Amnesty International considers Leyla Yunus and Arif Yunus Prisoners of Conscience, and I urge you to release them immediately and unconditionally. 

I am also concerned that Leyla Yunus's health has deteriorated in detention. She suffers from diabetes and other medical problems, yet prison authorities in Kurdakhany detention facility are refusing to let Leyla Yunus be hospitalized and are failing to provide her with adequate healthcare.  I am further appalled by allegations that Leyla Yunus has been beaten by jail staff.  I ask that you immediately provide Leyla Yunus with any medical attention she requires, including medication and hospitalization. 

I call on the Azerbaijani government to respect and uphold the right to freedom of expression. The basis for the treason charge against Leyla and Aris was not explained in court, and the couple have been sentenced to three months pre-trial detention solely for peacefully advocating their beliefs. Their case is emblematic of Azerbaijan's systemic failure to respect international obligations to protect the rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly. I urge you to take immediate action to see that Leyla and Arif Yunus are unconditionally released and that all charges against them are dropped.

Yours sincerely

/podpis/

C.C.

Prosecutor General, Zakir Qaralov
Embassy of the Republic of Azerbaijan to Poland

